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City approves funding for road project
Maddy Oliver
Staff writer
Martinsville City Council
unanimously approved $10,000
in requested funding to help
move along the efforts of
the Martinsville Southern
Connector Project as part of the
plan for Interstate 73.
In a presentation to council
members, City Manager Leon
Towarnicki noted that I-73 is
intended to serve as a solution
to some of the area’s transportation needs, specifically from the
Virginia-North Carolina line,
through the Ridgeway area, and
connecting to the bypass.

“You go from Ridgeway, you
hit south down (U.S.) 220 to
the Virginia-Carolina border.
The road is curvy, lots of ups
and downs, and pretty treacherous if you’re through there and
tractor trailers are beside you,
in front of you, or behind you,”
Towarnicki said.
Many different routes have
been mapped out in an attempt
to find a solution to this “hourglass traffic pattern,” where many
drivers are funneled through the
Ridgeway area. Towarnicki said.
“Ultimately, one of those routes
was selected and it basically
picks up somewhere near the
Virginia-Carolina line on (U.S.)

220, follows generally the (U.S.)
220 corridor but veers to the
west. Then actually, if I recall,
comes into the (U.S.) 58 bypass
just west of Rich Acres, actually behind the Mercy Crossing
Church.”
The estimated cost for this
project is $750 million, with
a “renewed effort to generate
funding for this project,” he
said.
To obtain funding for the
project, Kemper Consultants
proposed that the MartinsvilleHenry County area contribute $60,000 in the form of

See Road Project, page 5

Martinsville Middle School students delivered short speeches
detailing what they have learned about the United States
Constitution.

Water levels dip below seasonal
average at Philpott Lake
Maddy Oliver
Staff writer

Dr. Travis Worrell delivered a presentation on National
Suicide Prevention Awareness Month.

Martinsville City Schools
gear up for mental
health awareness
Maddy Oliver
Staff writer
At its Sept. 12 meeting, the Martinsville
City School Board heard
about upcoming preparations for National
Suicide
Prevention
Awareness Month, Bully
Prevention Month, and
Red Ribbon Week.
Dr. Travis Worrell,
school psychologist for
the school division,
delivered a presentation on the efforts being
made by the city schools
and beyond to help raise
awareness for mental
health and suicide in the
community.”
Suicide is one of the
leading causes of death

for school aged children.
Worrell said that there
are no limits to who can
be affected by suicide.
“Suicide knows no
boundaries. It affects
young people, old people, all communities and
we know that when it
does happen it does rip
through our communities,” he said. “By now,
most everybody in the
room has probably been
affected in some way.”
Worrell stressed the
purpose of National
Suicide
Prevention
Awareness month, which
is in September, noting
that the month is about
encouraging people to
reach out for help and to
look out for others.

See Mental Health Awareness, page 5

Concerns and questions
abound about the noticeably
lower than usual water levels
at many Philpott Lake boat
ramps, and recent spates of
wet weather contribute to
the confusion about why the
water level is so low.
“It’s a basic (concept)
there’s just more going out
than coming in, not enough
rain. I know it’s been a lot
recently, but over the whole
summer it’s been pretty
dry,” said Chris Powell,
Operations Project Manager
for the US Army Corps of

See Water Levels, page 5

Low water levels are visible from the Philpott Dam Overlook.

FAHI works to expand museum,
explore potential for growth
Building a sustainable
organization to collect
and preserve the history
of Martinsville’s Fayette
Street Neighborhood, and
African-American history
throughout the community is essential for one
Martinsville-based nonprofit.
FAHI (Fayette Area
Historical
Initiative)
received a three-year
grant of $254,468 from
The Harvest Foundation
to grow the capacity of
the museum to develop
and implement a targeted
strategic plan. The museum also plans to invest Members of the FAHI (Fayette Area Historical Initiative) look forward to growing
in board development and the organization as they revamp operations at the museum. Pictured from left are
training while creating a India Brown, program officer at The Harvest Foundation, Deborah Mitchell, Faye
Holland, Henry Foster, Valeria Edwards, Artis Law, Connie Lewis, Lois Hairston,
See FAHI, page 6 and Joyce Staples, members of FAHI’s Board of Directors.

Hundreds flock to Martinsville
Historic marker to commemorate
Speedway’s 75th anniversary celebration the Martinsville Seven unveiled
If attendance at the
Martinsville Speedway’s
75th anniversary last

week is any indication, hundreds attending the
the legendary track is just night of celebration and
getting a green flag, with free fun.
H. Clay Earles founded the track in 1947. His
grandson, Clay Campbell
became track president
in 1988, making him the
longest serving president
in NASCAR.
Noting the track’s long
history, “my grandfather
started it in 1947, primarily as a hobby, never with
the thought that it would
grow into something like
what we see here today.
He would be ecstatic and
proud of everybody that
helped get the place where
it is today,” Campbell
said, as fans enjoyed the
Martinsville Speedway’s

Fans lined up on the track at Martinsville Speedway to
take laps in their personal vehicles.

See Anniversary, page 6

Maddy Oliver
Staff writer
A large crowd gathered Sunday as a new
historic marker was
unveiled to commemorate the Martinsville

Seven-Francis DeSales
Grayson, Frank Hairston
Jr., Howard Hairston,
James Luther Hairston,
Joe Henry Hampton,
Booker T. Millner, and
John Clabon Taylor.
Situated outside of the

Family members of the Martinsville Seven gathered
near a historic marker commemorating the Martinsville
Seven as it was unveiled.

Historic Henry County
Courthouse, the marker
serves as a memorial for
the seven Black men, who
in 1949 were convicted
of the rape of a white
See Marker, page 6
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

(Event information/calendar
items must be received by 5 p.m.
on the Tuesday before the desired
publication date. Email to dhall@
theenterprise.net and/or newsreporter@theenterprise.net.)

Saturday,
September 17
The Spencer-Penn Centre, 475
Spencer-Penn Road, Spencer, is
hosting the MHC is for Book
Lovers Book-fest, from 11 a.m.
until 5 p.m. Attendees will enjoy
vendors, food trucks, and meet
and greets with attending authors.
Admission is free.
The Blue Ridge Regional
Library will host its new series, “At
Home, Baking Edition” for adults
at 2:30 p.m. at the Martinsville
Branch, 310 E. Church Street,
Martinsville. Attendees will learn
to make a gourmet banana putting cheesecake for 50 Shadez of
Flavor co-owner Latoya Hodge.
The class is free, but registration is required. To register, call
(276)403-5430.
The Bassett 57 Cruise In will
take place from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
in downtown Bassett. There will
be raffles, food vendors, door prizes, and more. Admission is free to
the public. There will also be a
“Back the Blue” ride fundraiser
starting at CrossPoint Church in
Ridgeway at 2:15 and ending at
the Cruise In. To register for the
ride, visit bassettcruisein.com.

Monday, September
19
The Patrick & Henry
Community College Board
Budget & Finance Committee
will at 11:30 a.m. in Room 124 in
the Frith Economic Development

Center. This is a public meeting, but the committees will not
receive public comment.
The
Patrick
&Henry
Community College Board will
meet at 12:30 p.m. in the Hooker
Exhibit Hall, Frith Economic
Development Center. This is a
public meeting, but the board will
not receive public comment.

The Col. George Waller
Chapter, Sons of the American
Revolution will host the Fall
Muster at 9 a.m. at Historic
Martinsville-Henry
County
Courthouse, 1 E. Main Street,
Martinsville. Chapter member
and Virginia SAR Chancellor
Eric Monday will be the program
presenter. The meeting is free and
open to the public.

Tuesday, September
Sunday, September
20
25

The Blue Ridge Regional
Library will host a Beat Saber
Game Night for ages 13 and up
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at
the Martinsville Branch, 310 E.
Church Street, Martinsville. Beat
Saber is a Virtual Reality, rhythm
based music game. Registration
is required. To register, call
(276)403-5430.

The Blue Ridge Regional
Library will host a parent/child
playshop titled Building Blocks:
Child Development and Play
from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. at
the Martinsville Branch, 310
E. Church Street, Martinsville.
Parents can learn about their
child’s development and how
to encourage it through play.
The playshop is free to parents
and their children ages 1-3.
Registration is required. To register, call (276)403-5444.

Saturday,
September 24
The Spencer-Penn Centre, 475
Spencer-Penn Road, Spencer, will
host an advanced canning class,
Soups and Such, from 9 a.m.
until 12 p.m. The cost is $15 for
members and $20 for non-members. Pre-registration is required.
To register, call (276) 957-5757.

ONGOING
The Blue Ridge Regional
Library will host “Paint and
Pass” challenges at all branches from Sept. 20 to Sept. 24.
Preregistration is required. The
events will be hosted Sept. 20 at
2:30 at the Ridgeway Library,
Sept. 21 at 2:30 at the Collinsville
Library, Sept. 22 at 3:30 at the
Patrick County Library, Sept. 23
at 2:30 at the Bassett Library, and
Sept. 24 at 2:30 at the Martinsville
Library.

The Spencer-Penn Centre, 475
Spencer-Penn Road, Spencer, will
host a Barn Quilt class from 1
p.m. until 5 p.m. Supplies are
provided. Pricing is based on size:
12” by 36” exterior $75, 24”x24”
exterior $65, 36”x36” exterior
$85. Pre-registration is required
by Monday, September 16. To
register, call (276) 957-5757.

The Martinsville Farmers’
Market is open every Saturday
from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. through
November 20, and Wednesdays
from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. through
September 29. Shop with SNAP/
EBT and receive up to $20 in free
fruits and vegetables each week.
To shop market vendors online,
visit martinsvilleuptown.com.

Tuesday, September
27

The Louise R. Lester Spay/
Neuter Clinic is hosting wellness
clinics every second and fourth
Tuesday. Clinics are by appointment only—no walk-ins will be
accepted. Call (276) 638-7297 to
schedule your appointment.
Henry County Parks &
Recreation invites you out for
a trek along the trail! Meet as a
group and walk along a different
trail each week. Explore the trails
of Martinsville-Henry County,
make new friends, and get some
fresh air and exercise. Call the
HCPR Senior Services office at
(276) 634-4644 to find out where
the week’s trek is happening! Trail
Trekkers meet Thursday of each
week (weather permitting) at 1
p.m. in the fall and winter and
9:15 a.m. in spring and summer.
The Blue Ridge Regional
Library offers free one-day passes to the Virginia Museum of
Natural History and the Henry
County YMCA with your library

The Bassett Historical Center
will host a discussion with
Pittsylvania County author
William Guerrant at 10 a.m.
Guerrant will discuss his first
novel, “Jim Wrenn.” The event
is free and open to the public
and will be held in the Susan L.
Adkins Memorial Meeting Room
at the Bassett Historical Center,
3964 Fairystone Park Highway,
Bassett.
The Henry County Board of
Supervisors will meet at 3 p.m.
and 6 p.m. at the Henry County
Administration Building.
The Martinsville City Council
will meet at 7 p.m. at the City
Municipal Building.

card. The passes are good for one
day and exclude special events.
There is a wait period before you
can check out the pass again. For
more details and exclusions, visit
brrl.lib.va.us.
The Fontaine Ruritan Club
hosts Bingo every Tuesday at
its headquarters, 1903 Joseph
Martin Highway, Martinsville.
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and
games begin at 7. Money from
Bingo supports community service awards, scholarships, and
other community efforts.
MHC Coalition for Health
and Wellness offers no contact Medicaid application assistance for eligible Virginia residents from birth to 64 years of
age. No sign-up fees, no premiums, no deductibles. Including
Children’s Medicaid/FAMIS,
Pregnancy Medicaid and Adult
Health Care -19 to 64 years old.
Questions can be answered, and
applications completed by phone.
In-person application assistance is
available from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Thursdays at The Community
Storehouse. Call or text Ann
Walker 276 732-0509 to see if
you qualify.
The Henry County Adult
Learning Center offers free inhouse and online classes to help
prepare for college, career, or earn
your high school equivalency or
GED. Classes can help improve
your digital literacy, job skills,
English language skills, and earning potential. Call (276) 6479585.
The Blue Ridge Regional
Library hosts their new book club,
“Books and Brews,” at Mountain
Valley Brewing, 4220 Mountain
Valley Road, Axton on the first
Thursday of each month at 5
p.m. The book for October is The
Great Alone by Kristin Hannah.

Chamber celebrates small business success after pandemic
Maddy Oliver
Contributing writer
The
MartinsvilleHenry County Chamber
of Commerce hosted a
key presentation on
Sept. 13 to celebrate the
48 businesses that have
opened or expanded in
Uptown
Martinsville
since Feb. 2020.
Nearly two dozen business owners attended the
presentation, in which
locally made keys were
presented as a token of
success.
The awards were presented by Martinsville
Mayor Kathy Lawson, City
Council Member Danny
Turner, and Martinsville
City
Manager Leon
Towarnicki.
Lawson said that
Uptown Martinsville is a
better place thanks to all
of the new businesses.
“Because of you,
we have more people
Uptown, we have footsteps Uptown, and you
are making our community more vibrant, and
people will want to come
here,” she said.
Lisa Watkins, president
of the chamber, noted
importance of supporting
new business owners.
“For each of you, we
thank you for investing

BTW21
4x4
(Color)

in our community and
investing in Uptown
Martinsville,” she said,
adding that she hopes
“that we all support and
promote our businesses
here. These folks have
invested themselves in
our community because
they believe in us as
people that will support
them.”
She also urged commu-

nity members to address
concerns directly to business owners instead of
taking to social media.
“If you ever have an
opportunity or a situation where your expectations weren’t up to what
you anticipated, handle
that privately. Then, I
guarantee you what you
post to social media as the
outcome of that resolu-

tion will be much more
positive than just an initial complaint that you
voiced,” Watkins said.
Since the beginning
of the chamber’s Startup
and Grow Martinsville
and Henry County program in 2016, 283 have
successfully completed
the program, which has a
success rate (defined as a
business that has stayed in

operation since opening)
of 86 percent. The Small
Business Administration’s
success rate for Virginia
is 50 percent.
Of the 48 new or
expanded
businesses,
seven were in 2020, nine
were in 2021, and 32 so
far this year.
Kimberly
KellerBonacci,
Uptown
Entrepreneurial

Development Manager,
said, “We hope that we
can continue to support
additional businesses.
It is our goal to continue to attract businesses to Uptown and
to Martinsville-Henry
County areas in general.
We just hope that people
can come Uptown and
support them as much as
they can.”

Many business owners from Uptown Martinsville attended a key presentation at the Martinsville-Henry County Chamber of Commerce.

SNHU releases
Summer 2022
President’s List
S o u t h e r n
Ne w
Ha m p s h i re
University (SNHU) congratulates the following students on being
named to the Summer
2022 President’s List.
The summer terms run
from May to August.
Dan Zou of Bassett.
Cynthia Chavez of
Martinsville.
Amber Duncan of
Martinsville.

Full-time undergraduate students who have
earned a minimum
grade-point average of
3.700 and above for
the reporting term are
named to the President’s
List. Full-time status
is achieved by earning
12 credits over each
16-week term or paired
8-week terms grouped in
fall, winter/spring, and
summer.
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Emergency Allotments Continue for
SNAP Households in September

OBITUARIES

James Edgar Harris

James Edgar Harris, 73,
of Patrick Springs, went
home to be with the Lord
on Monday, September
5, 2022, at Blue Ridge
Therapy
Connection
in Stuart. He was born
in Stoneville, NC on
November 1, 1948, to
the late Esmond Guy
Harris and the late Luetta
McAlexander Harris. In
addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by
his loving wife, Helen Martin Harris.
James was a U.S. Army veteran, who
served on the Korean DMZ with the 2nd
Combat Engineering Battalion in 1969
and 1970. He is a life member of the
VFW 4637 and served on the Veteran
Honor Guard of Martinsville & Henry
County. He was a member of the 2nd
Infantry Division Association and retired
from VF Corporation after many years
of service. James was a member of Valley
Drive Baptist Church.
James is survived by one son, Bradley
Harris; brother, Tommy Harris (Donna);
sisters, Shirley Goad (Ray), Margaret

Lawson (Dean), Jean
Shorter (Kelly) and Jane
Hawks (Larry); 2 uncles;
3 aunts; numerous nieces,
nephews, cousins, and
friends.
The
family
will
receive friends on Friday,
September 9, 2022, from
1:00 PM to 2:00 PM in
the Bassett Funeral Service
Chapel where a funeral
service will follow at 2:00
PM with Pastor Bobby
Rakes officiating. Burial will follow in
the Purdy-Williams Family Cemetery in
Patrick Springs.
The family wishes to express a heartfelt
Thank You to the staff of the Blue Ridge
Therapy Connection for their compassion and care they showed to James.
In Lieu of flowers, the family requests
memorial contributions to: The Bassett
Historical Center, 3964 Fairystone Park
Highway, Bassett, VA 24055.
Online condolences may be made by
visiting www.bassettfuneralservice.com.
Bassett Funeral Service is serving the
Harris family.

(Bill) Kenneth Moles

(Bill) Kenneth Moles,
86,
died
peacefully
Wednesday, September 7,
2022 in his Roanoke home
surrounded by his wife and
three children. He faced
life-long physical challenges from strokes, with
unwavering courage and
inner strength. Bill never
wanted to dwell on what
he couldn’t do, only on
what he could do. “Think
of the possibilities, never
give up, don’t worry—be happy” were
some of his favorite sayings.
He and his wife Linda and their children moved to Martinsville in 1964,
where he began his 25-year career as a
supervisor for Dupont.
Bill is survived by his high school
sweetheart and devoted wife of 65 years,
Linda S. Moles; son, Kerry and daughterin-law, Kim; son, Brad and daughter-inlaw, Murphy; daughter, Susan Kraughto;
his beloved grandchildren, Andrew and
Emily, Hannah Nunley and Sawyer; sister,

Annette Harvey; brotherin-law, Hank Smith; sisters and brothers-in-law,
Brenda and Pat Smith and
Carolyn and Bob Johnson;
and long-time friends,
Erlys and Jerry Ploeger.
He was pre-deceased by
his parents, Virginia S. and
William G. Moles.
A celebration of Bill’s life
was held at Norris Funeral
Services,
Martinsville
Chapel on Saturday,
September 10, 2022 with Pastor Bob
Smith officiating.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Bill’s memory to Carilion
Clinic Hospice, 1615 Franklin Road SW,
Roanoke, VA 24016, to his church, First
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 2101
Jefferson Street SW, Roanoke, VA 24014,
or to a charity of choice.
Norris Funeral Services, Martinsville,
VA is serving the Moles family. Online
condolences may be made at norrisfuneral.com.

Virginia Ratliff Webb

Virginia Ratliff Webb
was born October 24, 1925
in Roanoke VA to the late
Pearl Jones Ratliff and Sidney
Erwin Ratliff.
Virginia was a graduate
of Jefferson High School
in Roanoke. After graduation she was employed in
the Accounting Department
of the Norfolk and Western
Railroad in Roanoke where
she met her husband, Frank
Webb. Both Virginia and
Frank were employed at the N&W RR at
the time. Frank became a Virginia State
Trooper and they relocated to Martinsville
VA in 1951. She later became Secretary
and Treasurer for her husband’s Real Estate
Company “Webb Realty”. She managed and
rented Commercial and Residential rental
property for over 50 years.
As a child, she joined Melrose Baptist
Church in Roanoke and in the early 1960s
became a member of the First Baptist
Church in Collinsville. At the First Baptist
Church she worked in the children’s department for over 20 years.
Virginia was the youngest of 8 children.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, her husband
of over 54 years; brother,
Sidney “Buddy” Ratliff; two
infant siblings; and sisters,
Lillian Gee, Vivian Bates,
Edna Kardis, and Juanita
Heath.
Virginia is survived by her
children, Diana Fishel and
husband Sam, Roger Webb
and wife Vanessa, and Carole
Webb; and grandchildren,
Gene Fishel and wife Liz,
Ginger Fishel, Mariel Webb Smith and husband Will, and Collin Webb.
Funeral services were held on Thursday,
September 15, 2022 at Norris Funeral
Services, Martinsville Chapel, with Rev.
Dr. Larry Cheek officiating. Burial was at
Roselawn Burial Park.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Fieldale-Collinsville
Volunteer Rescue Squad, 1827 Daniels
Creek Rd, Collinsville, VA, United States,
24078.
Norris Funeral Services, Martinsville, VA
is serving the Webb family. Online condolences may be made at norrisfuneral.com.
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Virginia’s Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) has received
federal approval to release emergency benefits to eligible households in
August. These enhanced benefits were
automatically loaded to recipients’
Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) cards
on Friday, September 16.
The emergency allotments temporarily raise existing SNAP households’
monthly benefit amount to the maxi-

mum allowable based on household size
as follows:
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS
TEMPORARY MAXIMUM
MONTHLY
ALLOTMENTS
OCTOBER 1, 2021 TO SEPTEMBER
30, 2022
Maximum
Monthly
SNAP
Allotments for 48 States and D.C.

The enhanced SNAP benefit is made
available through a public health emergency declaration that requires government agencies to request an extension
of emergency allotment issuances on
a month-to-month basis. Future benefit allotments are dependent upon this
monthly approval process and are sub-

ject to change.
SNAP participants can contact
their local department of social services or visit CommonHelp for questions
or account information. Additional
information about SNAP and other
assistance programs can be found at dss.
virginia.gov/benefit/.

P&HCC receives over $80,000
to improve student success
The Patrick & Henry Community
College Foundation has received two
new financial awards that aim to
help students be more successful in
their educational pursuits.
The first comes from the Virginia
Foundation for Community College
Education (VFCCE) in the amount
of $5,100 to provide emergency
assistance grants so students can
overcome financial hardships and
excel in college. Funds may support
any cost-of-attendance expenses,
including transportation, childcare,
technology, and basic needs in addition to tuition, fees, books, and
required materials/supplies.
The Patrick & Henry Community
College Foundation will administer these grants and students in
need of assistance should visit the
Foundation office in Frith Hall for
more information and to apply.
These funds must be expended by
December 31, 2022.
P&HCC’s second award comes
in the form of the Gerald Baliles
Annual Award for the Rural Virginia
Horseshoe Initiative (RVHI) from the
Virginia Foundation for Community
College Education (VFCCE) in the
amount of $75,000.
The funds awarded under this
agreement will be used to support the
RVHI which seeks to close the educational attainment gap between the
Rural Horseshoe region and the rest
of Virginia by increasing secondary
school completion rates, increasing
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postsecondary enrollment rates, and
increasing postsecondary credential/
degree attainment rates. The RVHI
is committed to serving underrepresented populations, including first
generation college students, low skill
and low wage populations, minorities, and ALICE® households.
(ALICE is an acronym for Asse
t Limited, Income Constrained, Em
ployed, and represents the growing number of families who are
unable to afford the basics of housing, child care, food, transportation,
health care, and technology. These
workers often struggle to keep their
own households from financial ruin,
while keeping our local communities
running.)
The RVHI funds must be expended by June 30, 2023.
“Both of these funding sources will
provide our students and our community with a greater college experience and higher level of service,”
said Tiffani Underwood, Director of
Development / Executive Director of
the Patrick & Henry Community
College Foundation. “It’s difficult
to do well in the classroom when
outside factors are causing you stress.
These funds will help eliminate that
for a lot of our students as well as
help us make college accessible to a
broader population.”
The P&HCC Foundation will
fund at least 50% of the RVHI program costs under the award agreement.
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CLUES ACROSS
38. Great (60’s slang)
1. Undergarments for women 41. Conditions of balance
5. Periods of time
43. Foes
9. Dramatist Henrik
45. Sec. of Energy Steven
14. Any thick messy substance 46. 6th day (abbr.)
15. Examination
47. Without qualification or
16. Japanese city
exception
17. Daze with a blow
51. Sarah’s title
18. With fireplace residue
56. Leisurely stroll
19. Synthetic acrylic fabric fiber 57. Austr. Army History Unit
20. Pittsburgh University
58. Bowfin genus
23. Scorched
59. S.A. mountain chain
24. Potato state (abbr.)
60. ____ Scott Case 1857
25. Anger
61. Mound
26. Suitable for use as food 62. Springfield, IL candy founder
31. To wipe out, obliterate
Martin
35. Used of unskilled work, esp. 63. Frambesia
domestic
64. Reduced price event
36. Loose earth, soil
37. Petrol container

CLUES DOWN
30. Fraternal Order of ____
1. Pear variety
31. The boundary of a surface
2. The Sator-_____ Square
32. Granular old snow
3. Light purplish-blue
33. Rt. angle cleaving tool
4. Plants of the genus Cassia 34. Irreducible material
5. Shelf unit for ornaments
39. Oldest man-made rayon fiber
6. Live in
40. Affirmative! (slang)
7. Arthur ___, Wimbledon champion41. Burial cloths
8. A thwarting and distressing 42. Surface layer of grass & roots
obstruction
44. Not shaky
9. Cut off from others
45. Kidney-shaped nut
10. Tree trunk outgrowth
48. Nursemaids in India
11. Tower used for storing silage 49. Alkali bee genus
12. Br. public boys school
50. Warble
13. ___ Ling mountain range
51. A citizen of Denmark
21. __ Clapton, musician
52. Approves food
22. Mild yellow Dutch cheese
53. Golf ball supports
27. Peruvian province
54. Pearl Harbor actress Rue
28. Diagonal cut of cloth
55. Coarse curly-leafed greens
29. A narrow path or road
56. Cancer detecting smear
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OPINION

Who Said it?
Ladies and gentlemen, it’s
time once again for America’s
favorite newspaper-based game
show, Who Said It? I’m your
host, Ben R. Williams.
<THUNDEROUS
APPLAUSE>
Thank you, thank you.
Seriously, that’s too much. You’re
all beautiful.
Now, the rules of Who Said
It? are quite simple. I’m going
to provide you with a quote
from a famous person, and after
you read it, you need to guess
who said the quote. Sounds easy
enough, right? Let’s start off with
a softball:
“… this nation, under God,
shall have a new birth of freedom
-- and that government of the
people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the
earth.”
Who said it? That’s right;
Abraham Lincoln! This is a por-

tion of the last line from his
famous Gettysburg Address from
1864.
Now, let’s pick a more recent
quote. Can you guess who said
it?
“God is on our side. The
blood has been applied. We are
going straight into victory. You
are all more than conquerers
through God, through Christ
who strengthens you every step
of the way. … We need God
back at the center of our country. It’s time for us to position
ourselves, and rise up, and take
our place in Christ, and influence this nation as we were called
to do.”
Who Said It?
If you guessed Colorado’s
3rd
District
Republican
Representative Lauren Boebert,
you’re correct! Boebert said this
as part of an hour-long speech at
Charis Bible College on Sept. 9!
How many points do you
have so far? Let’s see if you can
get another!
“Christians stand at the head

Alleged barricade suspect
held with no bond

Richard Perry Swisher

A Martinsville man is
being held without bond
in the Henry County
Adult Detention Center
following an alleged incident on Sept. 10.
Henry County Sheriff’s
deputies responded at 3:30
p.m. that day to a domestic assault call at 115 Lake
Tree Dr., Martinsville.
When
deputies
approached the home, a
man slammed the door
shut. As deputies attempted to enter the home, a
machete was brandished
at the deputies and threats
to kill them allegedly were
made.
The subject man was
identified as Richard Perry
Swisher.
Deputies worked to

convince him to exit the
home, but alleged that
Swisher refused, and stated
he “would kill anyone who
came inside,” according to
a release from the Henry
County Sheriff’s Office.
Negotiators from the
Sheriff’s Office responded and made continuous
attempts to get Swisher to
exit the home.
At approximately 6:40
p.m., a tactical unit from
the Sheriff’s Office made
entry into the home and
took Swisher into custody.
Swisher, 58, was
charged with domestic
assault and battery, brandishing a bladed weapon
with the intent to intimidate and obstruction of
justice.

By Ben R. Williams
of this country. I pledge that I
never will tie myself to parties
who want to destroy Christianity.
… We want to fill our culture
with the Christian spirit. … We
want to burn out the recent
immoral developments in literature, in the theater, and in the
press — in short, we want to
burn out the poison of immorality which has entered into our
whole life and culture as a result
of liberal excess.”

Who Said It?
If you guessed Lauren
Boebert … you’re wrong! You
can read the whole quote in
“The Speeches of Adolf Hitler,”
1922-1939. Who’s up next?
“We know that we are in the
last of the last days. It’s not a time
to get upset about it. It’s a time
to know that you were called to
be a part of these last days. You
get to have a role in ushering in
the second coming of Jesus.”
If you guessed Adolf Hitler
… then sorry, I tricked you! This
one was Boebert again, quoted
from that same event.
Let’s keep going!
“But what … the Kingdom
of God, the Kingdom of
Heaven wants is to offer you
their Kingdom, which they very
systematically do, periodically.
But it requires that when they
do, you listen to them, and that
you do what they require.”
Who said it? Boebert? Hitler?
Sorry! This one is a bit of
a wild card; it was actually
Marshall Applewhite, one of the

founders of the Heaven’s Gate
cult, those wacky folks who committed mass suicide back in ‘97
so they could go to Heaven in
a UFO hidden in the tail of the
Hale-Bopp comet. Give yourself
double points if you got that
one!
All right, it’s time for the
bonus round: one of the following quotes is from Lauren
Boebert, spoken the day of the
attempted Capitol insurrection
on 1/6/21. The other quote is
from Adolf Hitler on the day
of the Beer Hall Putsch, the
attempted Nazi coup d’état
that took place in Munich in
November 1923. Which is
which?
1. “I have constituents outside this building right now. I
promised my voters to be their
voice.”
2. “The national revolution
has begun. Six hundred armed
men are occupying this hall.”
Who Said It?
The answer: Eh, who can tell?
Just give yourself a point.

P&HCC’s Athletics Partners With Daly Seven
The Patrick & Henry Community
College Athletics Department has
announced Daly Seven Hotels
Management & Development
Company as the official hotel partner for its intercollegiate athletics
programs.
“Our overall goal is to deliver an
enjoyable, relaxing place for our student-athletes and guests to call home
while they travel for both home and
away NJCAA competitions,” said
Brian Henderson, Athletic Director
and Assistant Vice-President for
Student Engagement and Inclusion.
“P&H fans, families, and opponents
are coming from all over to support
their teams and our objective with
this partnership is to provide that
home away from home, while they
cheer on their team.”
The partnership between Daly
Seven and P&H Athletics provides
Patriot fans with hotel brands they
know and trust, while giving them
the best rate possible. Furthermore,
the goal is to continue to strengthen the brand’s relationship with
NJCAA fans, alumni, and opponents. As part of the sponsorship
agreement, Daly Seven will be featured in digital assets on the www.
phccsports.com website, in-venue
signage, print materials and on-site
promotions.
Daly Seven has also been named
the title sponsor for P&H softball’s first annual JUCO Softball
Jamboree. This three day event will
be held February 24-26, 2023 at
Dan Daniel Park in Danville, VA
featuring top NJCAA softball programs from New York, Ohio, West

Pictured (L to R): Brian Henderson; P&HCC Athletic Director/Assistant Vice
President of Student Engagement and Inclusion, Joe Daly; President of
Daly Seven Hotels.

Virginia, North and South Carolina.
“We’re in the business of serving
people. That’s the core of our foundation,” said Joe Daly, President of
Daly Seven Hotels. “We are beyond
thrilled and humbled to be the
official hotel partner of Patrick &
Henry Community College’s intercollegiate athletics programs. Being a
part of the P&H community allows
us to support the student-athletes
both on and off the field. We look
forward to facilitating meaningful
connections and providing the best
service to every P&H athlete, fan,
family member, or contender that

walks through our doors.”
The Patrick & Henry Community
College Athletics Department continually demonstrates that studentathletes can excel at both academics
and athletics without sacrificing its
high standards. The Patriot’s athletic
success is achieved in the 13 intercollegiate sports and 3 club sports,
while its over 200 student-athletes
continue to perform well in the
classroom. Participation in athletics
at Patrick & Henry Community
College is viewed as an important
component of a well-rounded education.

Spencer-Penn Centre to hold book lovers’ event
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Taylor Boyd
Staff writer
The Spencer-Penn Centre will
hold a two-day MHC is for Book
Lovers event on Friday, Sept. 16
and Saturday, Sept. 17.
Susan Sabin, Director of the
Centre, said the Friday night event
will be a dinner, trivia, and silent
auction with authors.
“We will have attending authors
there and guests can buy their
tickets to sit with a specific author.
They can choose to buy out an
entire table and have their entire
trivia team come and sit together,
or they can choose to just buy a
general ticket and be placed with
other guests,” she said.
Sabin said authors will socialize
with all attendees, not just their
trivia team table.
Book-related prizes will be
awarded every round of trivia for
the entire team. A cookie bar will
also be on-site during the event
that starts at 6 p.m.
Saturday’s event will be a book
fest that is similar to a vendor
fair, complete with authors, food
trucks, and literary vendors.
“We also have story time. We’re
going to have four authors reading one of their books at different
times in our library. There’s also a
kids’ corner that will have lots of

fun too,” she said.
Sabin said the event will be held
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is free
for everyone.
Attending authors include Betsy
Ashton, Lacey Barker, Robert
Bailey, Cindy W. Hollingsworth,
Allie Marie, Dave Pendleton, and
more. Sabin said Nancy Naigle,
who has several books that have
been turned into Hallmark movies,
also will attend both events.
Spencer-Penn decided to hold
the event after shifting through
ideas, Sabin said, and added that
when partnering with other agencies an event, the centre looks for
a way to do things for the community that are not often emphasized.
“We have some amazing authors
in the community, but there’s never
been anything to really highlight
them,” she said.
Sabin said the book events will
also connect with Spencer-Penn’s
founding mission of education.
“We were a school until 2004,
and the goal after it closed and us
putting together this non-profit is
to continue to offer these educational opportunities and encouraging people to read and to grow
in every area of their life, not just
reading literacy, you know to get
outside and to create through art
classes,” she said.
Sabin said the event will be a

safe opportunity for everyone to
get out and have fun.
“This will be family-friendly,
so people can bring their kids and
know that they’re going to have fun
too,” she said, adding that book
lovers will also enjoy the event.
While this is the first book
event, Sabin said the goal is to
make it annual.
“Obviously, as time goes on, the
needs and desires of your community changes. So, we’re just trying
to find new ways to draw people
in to serve them and to really be
able to live out our mission in
providing educational and cultural
opportunities for our community,”
she said.
Sabin said the organization
hopes for about 100 people to
attend Friday’s event, and would
love to have at least 500 people at
the book fest.
“In the past we’ve done well over
that for some of our vendor fairs,
but this is the first one, so we’ll see
how it goes,” she said.
Tickets purchased in advance for
Friday’s event will be $25. The cost
per ticket at the door will be $35.
To purchase tickets, go to www.
kbsconsultantpa.com.
For more information, go
to
Facebook.com/SpencerPennCentre or Facebook.com.
MHCisforBookLovers.

JMU welcomes new transfer students
James Madison University welcomed local residents as new transfer
students to campus this month.
The students are:

Faith Sprinkle, of Collinsville, who
has selected sociology as their major.
Thomas Adkins, of Martinsville,
who has selected engineering as their

major.
Emily Kelly, of Martinsville, who
has selected general psychology as
their major.

See more at www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Saturday, September 17, 2022 • Henry County Enterprise• Page 5

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Mental Health Awareness
“We know that there
are certain things that
can lead to suicide. We
know that there are certain risk factors, certain
signs that people show,
and this month is all
about awareness by raising awareness and kind
of taking the taboo off
the subject,” he said.
During COVID-19,
the city schools used
mental health “temperature checks” that were
sent home to students
periodically.
These
screenings used ageappropriate language
and pictures to check
in on students’ mental
health.
“The response was
amazing. In fact, some
of those kids came back
and they said, ‘We really
need to talk to somebody.’ We were able to
get the school counselors in there to talk with
those kids right away,”
Worrell said.
In July, the US
launched the 988 number as a mental health
crisis line, operating as
an alternative to 911.
“For so long, if there
was an emergency 911

was our only response
and that led law enforcement to encounter with
people mental health
problems and substance
abuse issues, and that
was often a tragic ending,” Worrell said.
He detailed the plans
that are in place, and the
actions that are already
being taken, to help
prevent suicide in the
community, starting in
the schools. Following
the state’s guidance to
increase mental health
awareness measures, he
said the schools will
begin to conduct mental
health screenings starting this week.
“Just like for a long
time we’ve been screening for reading issues,
we’ve been screening for
speech problems, we’ve
been screening for vision
issues, we’re now going
to be screening for mental health problems,” he
said.
This universal screener, distributed by the
state of Virginia, is
funded by the CARES
Act.
Worrell offered examples of school counsel-

Water Levels
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ors’ efforts to help raise
awareness.
For
example,
at
Martinsville
High
School, Kristen Scott
has created a wall for
students to place sticky
notes stating what they’re
excited for and what
keeps them going. Scott
also is using the school’s
social media outlets to
provide access to mental health resources.
These resources include
ways to contact counselors. Specific counselors can be found, such
as Christian counselors
and counselors that specialize in LGBT issues.
“That’s what this
month is about, letting
people know that there’s
help available, that
there’s a system in place
to help you,” Worrell
said.
At
Martinsville
Middle School, Alysa
Stokes has been handing
out pamphlets and making sure that students
are aware of the 988
help line.
Helen Martin and
Marla Perry have developed an age-appropriate
PowerPoint to help stu-

of 5.09.
However, Fillo emphasized
that the data compiled by
the NWS was reported from
an observer in Martinsville,
and when dealing with summer thunderstorms, rainfall
amounts can differ dramatically even within a small area.
“When you get into thunderstorm activity, what happens in one place doesn’t necessarily reflect what happens
in another,” he said. “They
could have had even more
precipitation nearby or even
less precipitation.”
The lake has been sitting
at an estimated 967.3 feet,
which is down roughly 5-feet
from the September guide
curve of 972.5 feet. Despite
this, the area is not considered to be in a drought.
Philpott has been using

Road Project
$5,000 increments from
September to December,
then $10,000 increments
January through April
following the General
Assembly session at the
beginning of the year.
So far, $30,000 has been
contributed by a private
industry. Both the city and
the county are being asked
to contribute $10,000.
The project has been
SMART SCALEd by
the state of Virginia,
Towarnicki said, and
explained that is “a process
where projects are rated.
There’s a review process
that looks at a project in
terms of need, cost, costbenefit ratio, transportation benefit, all of those
things, and ultimately
applies a score to those
projects.”
The proposed funding
to support the project was
met with positive respons-

dents are being taught
about bullying, and also
will engage in an antibullying assembly and
a spirit week. At Albert
Harris
Elementary
School, information is
being sent out to students to encourage kindness. Students also are
creating and displaying
posters on kindness and
bullying prevention.
Martinsville Middle
School students have
been informed of bullying procedures during
grade level expectations
meetings. Bully instances are documented and
logged by the school.
Students are reminded
of the kinds of bullying
and how to address it.
And in Martinsville
High School, student
ambassadors are being
used to help ensure
that no students feel
left out. Students are
being taught how to
stop bullying when
they see it happening.
Anti-bullying messages
are included in school
emails, social media
posts, and displayed
around the school. The
school also implemented

an anonymous bullying
reporting system.
City schools also will
observe Red Ribbon
Week, which encourages
students to live drugfree lives. Students at
many schools will be
taking drug-free pledges
and engaging in a spirit
week.
In other matters, the
board:
* H e a r d
Superintendent
Zeb
Talley’s report, which
included information
about increased safety
measures in the schools
and talks with Patrick
& Henry Community
College to increase
Career and Technical
Education programs.
*Approved the retention of legal counsel to
advise the board in matters pertaining to reversion as presented.
*Approved the Aug. 8
minutes as presented.
*Approved the financial report as presented.
*Approved the 20222023 student handbook
as presented.
*Approved the personnel report as presented.
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Water levels at many Philpott Lake boat ramps are lower than usual.

Engineers, which operates
Philpott Lake.
Powell said that although it
has been wet recently, the wet
period has not been usual the
last few months.
Nick Fillo, a meteorologist
with the National Weather
Service in Blacksburg, said
that the month of June was
dry, with only 1.48 inches of
rain reported as opposed to
the monthly average of 4.41.
However, July, August, and
the first half of September
have been above average.
He noted that 7.72 inches
was reported in July compared to the average of 4.01
inches. August rainfall was
reported at 8.87 inches compared to the average of 4.17,
and so far this month, 5.79
inches was reported, compared to the monthly average

dents attending Albert
Harris
Elementary
School learn how to
identify their feelings
and reach out.
Worrell said there also
is a need to look out for
the adults in the community.
“The best advice for
adults is to let people know that they’re
important. Let people
know that they’re loved,
and they’re cared for and
that they’re valuable,” he
said.
The board also heard
a presentation from Dr.
Cynthia Tarpley, executive director of Special
Education & Student
Services,
on
Bully
Prevention Month and
Red Ribbon Week, both
of which are in October.
Each school has plans
for the month to bring
awareness to bullying
and teach preventative
measures.
At Clearview Early
Learning Center, teachers are incorporating
social skills into students’
learning through the
use of stories and puppets. At Patrick Henry
Elementary School, stu-

Water levels as seen from the Bowens Creek Boat Ramp.

sluice gate releases and low
flow valves, he said.
The minimum sluice gate
release is 250 cfs (cubic feet
per second), which is the rate
the lake is currently using,
with a goal of helping to preserve the health of the Smith
River.
“It’s mainly to keep the
Smith River healthy downstream. Our concern is if we
go to the low flow valves,
there might be some temperature spikes in the river
that might not be good for
the fish species in the river,”
Powell said.
He added that the lake is
not currently at risk, nor are
any of its usages.
“The only impact right
now, we currently have two
boat ramps that are closed.
One lane at Ramp #1 is close

and the Roland’s Branch
Boathouse is closed,” he said,
adding that most of the boat
ramps still have a way to
go before the levels are low
enough to close them.
While only time will tell
how low the later levels will
fall, Powell said that he does
not believe there is any immediate cause for concern.
“It shouldn’t affect Philpott
Lake that much more. We’ve
still got some ways to go
before it would impact drinking water or boat ramps,” he
said.
The dam is not currently
being used to generate electricity, though this is not
related to the water levels.
Power generation has not
been active since a landslide
damaged the dam’s powerhouse in 2020. Restoration

efforts are underway, but are
not expected to be completed
for a couple more years.
“There’s a contract out
right now to stabilize the hillside and also a separate contract to actually fix or replace
or rehab the generators and
the turbines. All of that is
going on right now,” Powell
said. “We won’t be generating
for at least another two, three
years probably.”
In the meantime, Powell
urges lake goers to use caution when dealing with lower
than normal water levels.
“I’d just advise people
that, when it does go down,
to be safe in the water,” he
said. “Be extra cautious when
you’re out on the water and
look for things that you may
not normally see.”
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es by council members,
although they agreed that
while the project does not
directly affect the city,
improving transportation
in the area affects everyone.
Noting the area’s proximity to the Savannah,
Charleston, and Norfolk
ports, Council member
Danny Turner said, “We’re
in a uniquely great situation to attract international business here, and the
completion of I-73 would
be the jewel in it.”
He added that he
believes the route would
“put Bassett and Fieldale
back in play.”
Vice Mayor Jennifer
Bowles voiced her support
for the project.
“I fully support this
project. I think this’ll help
with our economic development in our area. It’s
also for safety, and I think

this partnership with the
county is also a big deal.
I think we need to have
reasonable collaboration
with this. I’m glad we do,”
she said.
Council
member
Tammy Pearson also
expressed support for the
Martinsville Southern
Connector Project.
“I agree that this would
be a wonderful, good,
positive way to spend
$10,000. We know that
Martinsville’s
already

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

growing and hopefully it
can only help us continue
to grow,” she said.
In other matters, the
council:
*Acknowledged
Sept. 17 to Sept. 23 as
Constitution
Week.

Students from Martinsville
Middle School presented
the council with information on the Constitution.
*Heard an update
from Martinsville HenryCounty Chamber of
Commerce
regarding

Advertise
With Us!

the city/C-PEG Small
Business Development
Contract.
*Approved the consent
agenda.
*Approved an updated
Emergency Operations
Plan.
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Anniversary
well known hot dogs,
birthday cake, live music,
and photo opportunities,
all of which were at no
cost.
The Speedway also
offered attendees the
opportunity to lap the
track in their personal
vehicles, which Campbell
said fans love.
“We kind of take
that for granted, working here,” Campbell said.
“We do it all the time, but
for fans and everybody
to come in, drive their
personal cars, it’s pretty
special.”
Arriving at the event,
attendees were asked if

from page 1

they wanted “hot dogs
or hot laps” before being
directed to the appropriate line.
The
Martinsville
Speedway held its first
race three months before
the creation of NASCAR
on Sept. 7, 1947. At the
time, the track was all dirt
and was not paved until
1955. The first NASCAR
race was held at the track
on Sept. 25, 1949, and
since then has been the
only NASCAR track to
host NASCAR Cup Series
races every year since its
inception.
The grandfather clock
trophy, manufactured

Hundreds of fans attended the 75th anniversary
celebration of the Martinsville Speedway.

Marker

by Ridgeway Clocks, for
which the track is known,
was first awarded in 1964
to Fred Lorenzen when
Earles decided it was time
for something new. Earles
remained chairman of the
Martinsville Speedway
until his death on Nov.
16, 1999.
Campbell said when
approaching events and
improvements, Earles’
vision remains an important part of the process.
“He had a vision then,
that no one else in the
sport had, and that was to
keep beautifying the track
and making it fan friendly, family friendly, and

that’s kind of the way we
look at things still today,”
Campbell said.
That idea of fan and
family friendliness, along
with a desire to give back
to fans, is what drove the
free anniversary event.
“For us, it’s really a
give back to our community. We have a lot
of people that have been
coming here for years,
that have been working
for us for years, Campbell
said. “We’re saying
thanks to everybody that
helped in the 75 years at
Martinsville Speedway.”
But he noted the event
was not just about cel-

ebrating the past, but also
gearing up for what’s to
come.
“We’ve been through a
lot here, ups and downs,
with the sport, through
COVID, you name it.
But we have a really bright
future ahead of us. We’re
celebrating our history,
but we’re looking forward
to the future,” he said.
The
near
future
includes the ValleyStar
Credit Union 300 on
Saturday, Sept. 24 and the
Xfinity 500 on Sunday,
Oct. 30. In addition, officials are contemplating
ways to continue to make
the Speedway an enjoy-

able place for fans.
“We’ve got a lot of
things planned for our
fans for fundraising, like
bringing back winners of
past races, legends, and
things of that nature. We
put a lot of focus into the
fan experience,” Campbell
said. “We want people,
when they get here and
get out of their car, we
want them to have something to see and do until
they get back in their car
after the race is over.”
Tickets for upcoming
races can be bought by
phone at 877-RACE-TIX
or online at martinsvillespeedway.com.

Night Years, a band from North Carolina, provided live music at the Martinsville Speedway’s 75th anniversary
celebration.
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woman and were sentenced
to death. Despite appeals and
international attention, the
men were executed in February
of 1951.
Gov. Ralph Northam granted a posthumous pardon for
the seven on Aug. 31, 2021.
The unveiling Sunday
included many relatives and
descendants of the Martinsville
Seven.
The City of Martinsville
noted that the marker was not
a symbol of innocence or guilt,
but rather to denote the disproportional punishment.
“Often, we heard countless narratives of innocence
or guilt in this case, and we
must always stop and focus on
the fact that 296 of the 377
defendants executed by the
state of Virginia were Black.

All 45 men executed for rape
were Black. The case of the
Martinsville Seven is systemic
racism at its worst. This trial
and outcome would have never
occurred today,” City Vice
Mayor Jennifer Bowles said.
Bowles also extended her
thanks to the MartinsvilleHenry County Historical
Society, the MartinsvilleHenry County Chamber of
Commerce, the Fayette Area
Historical Initiative (FAHI),
Uptown Partnership, and the
City of Martinsville for help
and support in making the
marker a reality.
Noting the rainy day, City
Attorney Eric Monday, who
funded the historic marker,
said, “There’s a part of me that
wishes we had a prettier day
for this, but I will also honestly

A historic marker commemorating the Martinsville
Seven is situated outside of the Historic Henry County
Courthouse in Martinsville. The cost was paid by
Martinsville City Attorney and Assistant City Manager
Eric Monday.

House 3x5

say that perhaps this is a little
more appropriate. After the
passage of almost 70 years, the
heavens finally weep down a
few gentle tears of justice.”
Monday introduced the
ceremony’s speaker, Victor
Cardwell, who serves as the
first Black president of the
Virginia Bar Association.
Cardwell said that the marker does not right the wrongs of
the past, but it is a step in the
right direction. “Seventy years
to get here isn’t justice, but it
is the right time to move forward,” he said. “The marker is
a tribute to the fact that justice
delayed is justice denied, but
the human spirit always strives
for the best.”
Along with emphasizing
that we must continue to tell
the stories of these seven men,

Cardwell called the audience
to action.
“We must remain ever vigilant. All of our rights, all of our
freedoms, and sense of justice
can be under attack if we stand
by and allow others to dictate
what they think is right and
fair. We must remain dedicated
to the rule of law and fairness.
We must remain heard. We
will vote,” he said.
Robert McCollum, nephew of Booker T. Millner, was
among several family members
in attendance. He discussed
the effect the executions had,
and continue to have, on his
family.
The marker is “very significant to me because it represents something that my family
has endured throughout our
lives in terms of the pain that

my mother has gone through
and to this day, she still feels,
which is indicative of her not
being able to come here today.
We are representing her today.
We feel that this is very, very
important,” he said.
McCollum is hopeful for the
conversations the marker will
spark going forward.
“I hope it will spur a reconciliation of people that understand the importance of being
equal,” he said. “It’s something
that’s long overdue.”
Exhibits related to the
Martinsville Seven can be found
in the Martinsville-Henry
County Historical Society
museum and the FAHI museum. More information can be
found on the Martinsville 7
Initiative’s website at https://
martinsville7.org/.

Victor Cardwell, the first Black president of the Virginia
Rain did not deter a crowd from gathering for the Bar Association, was among those addressing the
recent unveiling of a historic marker to commemorate crowd that included several relatives and descendants
the Martinsville Seven.
of the Martinsville Seven.

FAHI

from page 1

marketing and business plan.
“This grant is an investment in a local
organization and a community that has
positively impacted Martinsville-Henry
County, despite its limited resources and
funding due to historical disinvestment,”
said India Brown, a program officer at
The Harvest Foundation. “FAHI’s preservation of African-American history is
vital to our community, and its presence
in the Fayette Business Corridor is needed for success in uptown revitalization.”
Brown added that dedicated and willing volunteers work hard to keep the
museum’s doors open.
“Even throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, FAHI saw more visitors, more
schools taking field trips, and more people
using the facility for meetings and small
gatherings,” she said. “We have an opportunity to set a standard of excellence for
investing in African-American history.
Visitors that come to FAHI broaden their
cultural knowledge and join the effort
to eliminate systemic racism. When we
embrace factual history and learn about
the contributions of African-Americans
to our society, we create a community
where all can feel appreciated, valued,

and seen.”
Harvest’s investment will further
enable FAHI to grow its community
outreach, develop relevant programming,
expand exhibits, and allow the organization to grow into a premier destination
for African-American history.
“FAHI is an integral part of
Martinsville’s revitalization effort because
of the rich history of the Fayette Corridor,”
said Joyce Staples, chair of the FAHI
Board of Directors. “The effort unites
the diverse culture of the MartinsvilleHenry County area and helps the public
remember and celebrate the contributions of African-American pioneers and
trendsetters.
FAHI opened its current location, the
former Imperial Savings and Loan bank
building, in 2011. It includes exhibit
space and special collections for artifacts.
The museum plans to offer additional
hours and days of operation as it develops
its infrastructure.
Visitors are welcome Wednesdays and
every third Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Volunteers will schedule group tours
upon request. Call (276) 732-3496 or
visit fahimuseum.org to learn more.
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SERVICES

Yard Sale

Wanted

For Sale

Woodwrx, Inc.
Est. since 1988
Carpentry/Cabinetry - fine
woodworking, design, tile, closet & garage organizers, repairs,
etc.
Originally based in Palm
Beach County- References.
Bob Morehouse Phone: 276930-1703 Cell: 561-881-8292
E-Mail:
Bob@Woodwrx.net
Website: Woodwrx.net.

– buying cars and trucks, running or not, ATV’s, tractors,
stamps, old coins, jewelry and
firearms. Call Scott 276-6475563 or 276-806-4433

Call 276-930-5026 for more
information.

Yard Sale

Puzzles, teen girl’s clothes/
shoes, kid’s clothes (newbornsize 4), jewelry, toys, ThirtyOne items, small appliances,
couch, chair, desk, Craftsman
12” wood lathe, Craftsman
12.5” thickness planer, Delta
belt disk sander, Sears belt
drive table saw, Craftsman 16”
scroll saw, 7.5” power band
saw, Chicago electric arc
welder, Craftsman 10” radial
saw, much more!!
No checks please! No
holds!

4 Family Yard Sale
Friday, September 23, 9
a.m.-6 p.m. and Saturday, September 24, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
1241 Five Forks Road, Stuart (five miles south off Route
8, one mile down Five Forks
Road)

Yard Sale?
An ad in our classifieds will
let people know about all the
great stuff you’re selling.
Call 276-694-3101 or email
submissions@theenterprise.
net to get the word out and get
them to your yard sale.
Guaranteed paying the most

1986 Monte Carlo SS
All original car. Runs and
drive. Will make a good restoration or restomod project.
$4,000 cash. Firm. Call 540728-1403 for details.

For Sale
2007 Jeep Liberty
2007 Jeep Liberty, 4x4, 3.7L
146,548 miles. Runs great.
For more information, call
336-687-2095

Jet slow speed wet sharpener and Rockwell/Delta 4” edger.

For sale?
If you’ve read this far, you can
see how effective a classified ad
in the Henry County Enterprise
can be.
Call 276-694-3101 or email
submissions@theenterprise.net
to place your ad.

Help Wanted
Help Wanted
Let our readers know you’re
hiring with a classified ad in The
Enterprise for as little as $8 a
week.
Call 276-694-3101 or email
submissions@theenterprise.net
to get the word out to potential
hires.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL
EQUIPMENT SERVICES WITH OPERATOR SIGNUP
The Virginia Department of Transportation invites heavy equipment owners to sign up for the rental of their equipment with operators for SNOW & ICE REMOVAL purposes in Martinsville Residency which includes the counties of Henry, Patrick and Carroll during
the winter of 2022-2023. Price per hour shall include operators, fuel,
tire chains, supplies and required insurance. VDOT will need dump
trucks, pickups with plows, motorgraders, backhoes, dozers, track
loaders, tractors, rubber-tire loaders and farm tractors. All equipment
shall be equipped for night work and be in good mechanical condition
to ensure a safe and dependable 24/7 operation. VDOT reserves the
right to determine acceptability of equipment size and condition for
the task. Contractors submitting prices meeting the requirements of
the Agreement may be contracted with and may be eligible to receive
a mobilization payment and a minimum guaranteed payment for
the season.
Contractors must submit their application on the electronic M7B
bidding site at https://www.plow4va.com/. All new and returning Contractors must be active in the Virginia eProcurement Portal (eVA) in
order to do business with the Commonwealth of Virginia (https://eva.
virginia.gov).
Applications received by 7:00 PM on Friday October 7, 2022 may
be eligible for a mobilization bonus. See the EVA posting for additional information, including contract requirements.
Questions can be directed to the Martinsville Residency from 8:00
AM to 5:00 PM Monday - Friday. Phone: 276-629-2582
Email: SalemDistrictSnow@vdot.virginia.gov
EEO/AA Employer

Safety tips just in time for fall boating
Fall boating season has arrived,
and with it come different types of
risks that cold water and air temperatures bring. Here are three boating safety tips from the BoatUS
Foundation for Boating Safety
and Clean Water just right for leaf
peeping season.
A float plan is needed: A
float plan is as simple as telling a
responsible person where you will
be going and when you’ll be back.

With fewer other boats on the
water (potential Good Samaritans)
after Labor Day, a float plan
ensures rescuers will be notified
if you ever fail to check back in
after your outing. Additionally,
leaving a note under your vehicle’s
windshield wiper at the launch
ramp can help trigger an alarm.
Got a way back into the boat? Falls
overboard may be ranked #5 on
the 2021 U.S. Coast Guard’s list

Having an emergency boarding ladder ready to go and easily
reached from the water is important when water temperatures are
cool and there are fewer other boaters on the water that could
render help.

of the “Top Five Primary Accident
Types” with 273 accidents, but
they also led the most number
of deaths (170 fatal), as well as
more fatalities than all the other 4
top accident types combined (#1
collision with vessel-1226 accidents/31 fatal; #2 collision with
fixed object- 508 accidents/43
fatal; #3 flooding/swamping-461
accidents/55 fatal; #4 grounding-308 accidents/23 fatal). Your

boarding ladder should be functional and accessible as cold water
can quickly sap strength. If your
boat doesn’t have a built in-ladder,
a compact emergency ladder or
even a looped line attached to
a cleat, pre-rigged with foothold
loops every few inches and hung
over the transom, can substitute.
For life jackets, camo styling hides
a danger: Dark green, tan and
black camo patterns are remark-

able at doing exactly as designed,
blending you into your surroundings. However, that’s not a benefit
if you happen to be floating in the
water and rescuers are searching.
If possible, make their job easier
and wear a life jacket with high
visibility. For smaller vessels and
paddlers, leaf peeping season is
also a really good time to secure
the life jacket to your body – that
includes using buckle snaps.

Falls overboard can be deadly, according to the U.S. Coast Guard. Something as simple as a rope with
foothold loop, attached to cleats, can also easily function as an emergency boarding ladder.

Sarver Cleaning Services celebrates opening of new home base
After operating his business out of his home and
shared buildings for many
years, Richard Sarver
opened a new location for
operations and celebrated
with a ribbon cutting ceremony on Sept. 8.
Sarver’s business has
operated since 1997 and
has gone through different phases and locations
since then before deciding it was time to build a
location that allowed the
business the opportunity
to grow. Despite setbacks
and difficulties along the
way, the new location is
now operational.
“We started in 1997
out of my home and
then, a few years back, we
bought the building next
door, and we leased the
front out to Lincare and
the back we used for our
shop. Then we decided to
build this a couple of years

ago and it took us about a
year and a half to build,”
Sarver said.
Sarver hopes that the
new location will help the
location to gain a larger
client base and continue
to grow, while continuing
the business model he has
been using.
“The site line is so much
better. As far as expanding, we’re just going to try
to keep doing what we’re
doing and grow by word
of mouth,” he said.
Throughout its time
of operation, Sarver’s
Cleaning Services has
seen success, and Sarver
is thankful for the community support.
“I appreciate all the
business we’ve had over
the years. We service over
200 clients, and we have
over 80 employees that
work in the community.
We just appreciate every-

body for that,” he said.
Sarver
Cleaning
Services offers residential, commercial, industrial, and medical cleaning services to Southwest

and Central Virginia, as
well as North Carolina.
Services can be arranged
on a weekly, bi-monthly,
monthly, and one time
basis. The business oper-

ates 24/7, offering clients
the chance to receive services whenever works best
for their schedules.
The business is located
at 4767 Kings Mountain

Road, Collinsville. For
more information or to
receive a free quote, visit
www.sarvercleaningservices.com or call at (276)
647-7667.

Sarver Cleaning Services celebrated the opening of their new building with a ribbon cutting on Sept. 8.

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

Page 8 • Saturday, September 17, 2022 • Henry County Enterprise•

Vesper
3x10
(Color)
AXTON

Virginia War Memorial Seeks Entries for
2022 Veterans Day Student Essay Contest
The Virginia War Memorial in Richmond
is again seeking entries for the Virginia War
Memorial 2022 Veterans Day Student Essay
Contest. This annual competition is open
to all Virginia middle and high school age
public, private and homeschooled students.
One winner will be selected from among
all middle school entries (grades 6-8) and
one from high school entries (grades 9-12).
The essay topic for the 2022 contest
is “A Virginian who served in the United
States military during the Vietnam War
who inspires you.” Students may consider a
member of their family, of their community,
or a famous man or woman from Virginia
who served in any branch of the U.S.
Armed Forces as their subject. Essays should
be 500-750 words in length and utilize
interviews and primary sources whenever
possible.
The two students who write the winning essays will each receive a prize package courtesy of the Virginia War Memorial
Foundation and each of their designated
teachers will receive a $100 gift card to purchase classroom supplies.
The student winners will also be invited to
come to Richmond to read aloud their essays

SOLAR

COMMUNITY

GRANT PROGRAM
Our community grant program
seeks to provide community
groups and organizations with
funds to further their mission
and hands-on work in Henry &
Pittsylvania counties. Any local
entity that meets the following
criteria may apply for a grant.

and participate in the Commonwealth’s
Veterans Day Ceremony at the Virginia War
Memorial on Friday, November 11, 2022.
The deadline for entries for the Virginia
War Memorial 2022 Veterans Day Student
Essay Contest to be submitted to the
Virginia War Memorial website is 11:59
p.m., Sunday, October 16, 2022. Complete
information regarding the essay theme, rules,
guidelines and how to enter is available
online at https://vawarmemorial.org/learn/
contests-scholarships/essay/ or by contacting
Virginia War Memorial Assistant Education
Director Crystal Coon at crystal.coon@dvs.
virginia.gov.
The mission of the Virginia War Memorial
is to Honor Veterans, Preserve History,
Educate Youth and Inspire Patriotism in
All. Dedicated in 1956, the Memorial
includes the names of the nearly 12,000
Virginia heroes who made the ultimate sacrifice during World War II, Korea, Vietnam,
the Persian Gulf and the Global War on
Terrorism. The Virginia War Memorial is
and will always be the Commonwealth’s
tribute to those who served and most especially, to those who died defending our
freedoms.

Holiday weekend crashes claim
six, including four juveniles
Even with a reduction in fatal traffic crashes compared to the 2021 Labor Day holiday
weekend, there was still an alarming number
of deaths among young people and pedestrians. Of the six traffic deaths reported for the
holiday weekend to date: four involved juveniles; two were pedestrians; and three were
not wearing a seatbelt.
During the 2021 Labor Day weekend,
there were a total of 10 traffic fatalities on
Virginia’s highways.
“While the reduction in traffic deaths is
encouraging, six families still lost loved ones
this past weekend,” said Col. Gary T. Settle,
Virginia State Police Superintendent. “Four
of those tragically lost were young people with
a full life ahead of them, and two of those
children were not wearing a seatbelt or safely
secured in a child safety restraint. I implore all
Virginians to wear their seatbelts and require
all those riding with you to do the same.”
During the 2022 four-day holiday statistical counting period, the six fatal traffic crashes
occurred in the counties of Hanover, Henry,
Pittsylvania, Shenandoah and Sussex, along
with the city of Norfolk. The two pedestrians killed were a 7-year-old female and an
85-year-old male. The two juveniles not wearing seatbelts were a 17-year-old female and a
6-year-old male. The fourth juvenile traffic
death was an 11-year-old female passenger.
State police investigated a total 772 traffic

Fall Deadline:
September 15th, 2022
Apply today by going
to our website:
https://www.axtonsolarva.com/
community-grant-program

Learn More at www.axtonsolarva.com
Follow us on Facebook @AxtonSolarVa

www.henrycountyenterprise.com

crashes during the holiday weekend.
The Virginia State Police participated
in two annual, traffic-safety enforcement
programs over the 2022 Labor Day weekend: Operation Crash Awareness Reduction
Effort (CARE) and Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over, the anti-DUI enforcement
and education program sponsored by
the Washington Regional Alcohol Program
(WRAP). Operation CARE is a nationwide,
state-sponsored traffic safety program that
aims to reduce traffic crashes, fatalities and
injuries caused by impaired driving, speeding and failing to use occupant restraints.
Virginia State Police’s participation in the
program began Friday, Sept. 2, 2022, at
12:01 a.m., and concluded at midnight
Monday, Sept. 5, 2022.
As a result of state police traffic safety
enforcement efforts during the 2022 statistical counting period, Virginia troopers:
• Stopped 4,094 speeders
• Stopped 1,807 reckless drivers
• Arrested 87 drivers for DUI/DUID
• Cited 435 seat belt violations
• Assisted 818 disabled/stranded motorists
Funds generated from summonses issued
by Virginia State Police go directly to court
fees and the state’s Literary Fund, which benefits public school construction, technology
funding and teacher retirement.
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www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus

